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A 
Blessed 
Christmas. • • 
The Ed,gecliff A Joyous Neiv Year! 
Volume XVII Walnut Hills, Cincinnati, Ohio, December 18, 1951 No. 3 
V enite Adoremus! 
There fared a mother driven forth 
Out of an inn to roam; 
In the place where she was home-
less 
All men are at home. 
The crazy stable close at hand , 
With shaking timber and shifting 
sand, 
Grew a stronger thing to abide 
and stand 
Than the. square stones of Rome. 
For men are homesick in their 
homes, 
And strangers under the sun, 
And they lay their heads in a 
foreign land 
Whenever the day is done. 
Here we have battle and blazing 
eyes, 
And chance and honour and high 
surprise, 
But our homes are under miracu-
lous skies 
Where the yule tale was begun. 
A Child in a foul stable, 
Where the beasts feed and foam ; 
Only where He was homeless 
Are you and I at home ; 
We have hands that fashion and 
heads that know, 
But our hearts \ e lo t-how long 
ago! 
In a pl&ce no chart nor ship can 
show 
Under the sky's dome. 
This world is wild as an old 
wive's tale, 
And strange the plain things are, 
The earth is enough and the air 
is enough 
For our wonder and our war ; 
But our rest is as far as the fire-
drake swings 
And our peace is put in impos-
sible wings 
Round a n incredible star 
To an open house in the evening 
Home shall men come, 
To an older place than Eden 
And a taller town than Rome. 
To the end of the way of the 
wandering star, 
To the things that cannot be and 
that are, 
To the place where God was 
homeless 
And all men are at home. 
-G. K . Chesterton 
Coining 
Events .. 
Christmas Gifts To Be Given 
To Children Of The Diocese 
Tuesday, January 8-I.R.C. Meet-
ing 
Wednesday, January 9 - Sociol-
ogy Club Meeting Students from Our Lady of Cin-
cinnati College will gather to-
gether the many Christmas gifts 
which they will bring to the crib 
on Dec. 19 and take them to 
the Catholic Charities to be dis-
tributed to children who oth·-
erwise might not have such a 
merry Christmas. 
As usual, each class, freshman , 
sophomore, junior and senior, will 
take a certain age group fo e 
which they buy their gifts. For 
example, the senior class has vol-
unteered to provide gifts for in-
fants to 3-year-old children. Each 
junior will bring gifts for chil-
dren from 3 to 6, and so on 
through the other classes. 
After the girls present thei:· 
gifts at the crib, students from Tuesday, January 15- Student 
the various language classes will Council Meeting 
sing Christmas songs in French, 
German, Spanish and Latin. 
Immediately after this, Christ.-
Wednesday, January 16- Science 
Club Meeting 
mas vacation begins. 
Girls w h 0 are in charge · Monday, January 21- Final Ex-
o f distributing the gifts ams Begin 
are Clare Overbeck, Betty Gel- Friday, January 25-Registration, 
lenbeck, Dorothy Kramer, Mary 
Jo Kramer, Mary La Vallee, Mary Juniors and Seniors 
Pflaum, Martha Cloud, Maureen Monday, January 28 -- Registra-
Burke, Nancy Gl~ser, Nancy 
Baarlaer, Sue Bogenschutz, Mary 
tion, Sophomores and Freshmen 
Lee Dodd, Barbara Doyle and January 29 to 31- Retreat 
Betty Moran. 
Yuletide Ball Scheduled 
Choral Club 
Presents 
Annual Program 
The Choral Club of Our Lady 
of Cincinnati College presented 
its annual Christmas program 
Dec. 18 under the direction of Mr. 
John J. Fehring in the college 
auditorium. Miss Kathryn Carl-
ton was the accompanist. 
The Choral Club presented a 
variety of Christmas carols from 
different nations along with the 
traditional carols, "Silent Night," 
"The First Noel," and others. 
Soloists for these numbers were 
Frances Janz, Joan Ventre, and 
Teresa Stavale. The Christmas 
Gospel of St. Luke was read by 
Jo Ann Doppes, fo llowed by sing-
ing o f t h e Christmas Mass 
"Gloria." 
The program was concluded by 
the annual presentation of the 
cantata, "The First Christmas," 
by Fenno-Coerne. Soprano solo-
ists were Adele Gratsch, Polly 
Howes, and Teresa Stavale, con-
tralto soloists were J o Ann 
Doppes, Marie Broering, an tl 
Mary Lee Dodd. 
Dorm Students 
Dine Ancl Dance 
The traditional Christmas din-
ner dance given in honor of the 
dorm stlll;lents was held oll'. Dec. 
17 in Emery Hall. 
Festivities began with dinner 
at which the students were guests 
of the faculty. The remainder of 
the evening was occupied with a 
formal dance held in the ball-
room of Emery for the girls and 
their escorts. 
Katherine Vandergriff and Pa-
tricia Ferrell, senior dorm stu-
dents, were in charge of the ar-
rangements. 
Art A'ward Given 
. Mr. George McDonald A.I.A. 
has recently established at the 
College the George Edward Mc-
Donald Christian Art Award in 
memory of his father whose ever 
present desire during his life was 
that Christian Art might continue 
to flourish. The Award is to be 
made each year to the student who 
has contributed to Christian Art. 
The Place: Emery Hall 
The Date : Dec. 26 
Stately Emery Hall will be 
turned into a veritable fairyland , 
and its walls will echo the mer·· 
riment of Christmas revelers as 
it welcomes students and their 
escorts to the annual Yuletide 
Ball on Wednesday evening, Dec. 
26. 
Wally Johnson and his orches-
tra will provide the music for the 
formal from 9 to 1 o'clock. 
Class presidents, under the gen-
eral chairmanship of Anna May 
Franey, Student Council presi-
dent, are in charge of the ar-
rangements. Jean Willke, seni0r 
class president, and Jean Nieman 
are in charge of the orchestra 
and chaperones. 
Virginia McDonald, junior class 
president, is arranging for the 
programs and invitations. She is 
assisted by Mary Lee Dodd and 
Mary J o Sanning. 
Refreshments will be handled 
by t he sophomore class under the 
chairmanship of P eggy Farrell, 
class president. Assisting her is 
Charlin Shoenberger. 
Jean Feiertag, freshman class 
presiden t, is in charge of decora-
tions for the ball. Her committee 
includes Martha Cloud, Barbara 
Doyle, Elaine Duwel, Marian Fox, 
Betty Ge!lenbeck, Eleanor Nicho-
las, Marilyn Pavely, Mary Ann 
Pflaum, Marilyn Thaman, Sue 
Trefsger and Barbara Wenstrup. 
---.-...,.----
Riding Club 
Begins Season 
The Riding Club will start 
the n e w y e a r off with a 
campfire breakfast, Sunday, J anu-
ary 13. Members are requested 
to assemble at Beechmont Riding 
Stables at 9 o'clock, Polly Howes, 
president of the club announed. 
After cantering on the trails, 
the girls' appetites will be satis-
fied with coffee, doughnuts, bacon 
and eggs and all the "fixings" 
over a campfire. 
A business meeting will be held 
afterward, to discuss plans for 
the Spring Horse Show, which 
will become an annual affair, 
since its successful inauguration 
last year. The various commit·· 
tees for the show will be ap-
pointed. 
Water Pageant To Be Given 
By Edgecliff Mermaids 
Mermaids aren't a thing of the 
past, as Edgecliff swimming clas-
ses are hoping to show in their 
Water Pageant Jan. 13 at the 
gymnasium. 
The entire group of advanced 
and intermediate pupils will pre-
sent two chorus numbers in which 
they will demonstrate various 
formations. 
Water safety will be the sub-
ject of a demonstration by Joannt? 
Fath, Blanche Schneider, Mary 
Ann Ellerhorst, and Ida Jane 
Leis. This will be followed by a 
solo number by Peggy Farrell 
in which she will show fancy 
strokes. 
Precision will be the theme of 
an act headed by Barbara Doyle, 
then comedy in the form of the 
"Four Little Fishes" with Betty 
Gellenbeck and Margie Dulle. 
A duet consisting of Blanche 
Schneider and Joanne Fath plan-; 
to show that swimming can be 
graceful. Diving is a real art as 
Margie Dulle, Barbara Doyle, 
Vera Hingsberger, and Sue 
Trefzger will domonstrate. It will 
include straight front, jack-knife, 
cut-away, front-half-twist, swan, 
front and back dives. 
A new method for surviving in 
the water will be explained and 
demonstrated by several of the 
girls. This is called "bouncing 
and was publicized in L ife maga-
zine. As a comic interlude the 
girls will then dive for pennies 
tossed into the pool by the audi-
ence. 
Sylvia Brichetto is one of the 
show soloists and her act will 
be followed by a comic play, 
"The Ugly Duckling. 
Climaxing the show, the entire 
group will form the letters OLC. 
Polly Howes will provide the 
musical accompaniment. 
2 THE EDGECLIFF 
From The Height Of Our Soap Box ... 
[R c I 
- '~ / ~tL~ 
Great expectations were 
held for the success of the 
convention of the Ohio 
International Relations 
Clubs on Dec. 1. Even Gov-
ernor Lau sch e expressed 
this in his letter which 
5:?-~.,?,~:: -;:.~:::-~ opened the convention , 
...., .., ,..,,....., ~,... -, ,...,.,__, "May you aid in bringing 
light and truth in this 
darkening world of ours." 
Instead of the much needed enlighten-
ment and clarification on essential world is-
sues contradiction, error, and confusion were 
the brder of the day from speakers, advisors, 
and delegates, alike. 
For instance, in the discussion on "Stem-
n1ing the Communist Tide,'' the gro1:1p de-
bated for over an hour on the question: Is 
man rational or not? They came to no decis-
ion. 
Bring Light and Truth . . . ? 
As the high point of the convention, Dr. 
Hans Morgenthau spoke on "The Real Issue 
Between America and Russia." 
He stated that the issue we face is pri-
marily a practical one, rather than an ideo-
logical one, and that religion is. only a side 
issue. He held that the Russian threat 
is only imperialistic, and not Communistic. 
Dr. Morgenthau asked the audience if the 
Communistic party is not feared throughout 
the world because it is supported by the 
Russian army, or if an autonomous Commu-
nist revolution had ever succeeded? He con-
cluded that Communism had come into power 
in the satellite countries because of Russian 
support, and not by revolt, even of a minority. 
The present issue, explained D~. M~rgen­
thau, is the result of three revolut10ns m the 
last two decades : political, technological, and 
moral. In explanation, he said that, politi-
cally, the world has reached a bi-polar stage 
in which the United States and the U.S.S.R. 
hold the balance of power; advanced tech-
nological methods of communication, . tra~s­
portation and warfare enable totahtanan governm~nts to suppress any dom~stic re-
volts. Thus Russia controls the satellites. 
Morally, the speaker continued, . the 
"pseudo-religious" issue f!lakes the re~at10~s 
betweens the United States and Russia dif-
ficult and makes the chances of a peaceful settl~ment doubtful, because the political-
religious groups refuse to compromise. 
Is This The Light, The Truth . . . ? 
Dr. Morgenthau's solution is this: Russia 
had a right to expand and to swallow Poland, 
Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Al-
bania Lithuania, and the other Balkan 
states'. But in the case of Germany, Russia 
has acted illegally in setting up a "people's 
democracy" in the Eastern zone. We, of 
course, must prevent such dastardly action. 
Therefore, according to Dr. Morgenthau, 
the only hope for peace is for the United 
States: 1) to confront the U.S.S.R. with armed 
strength so as to make it a definite hazard 
for Russia to expand, and 2) to present such 
desireable offers of peace to the Russians 
that they are forced to accept. 
v 5. 
Now let us consider this speech delivered 
by a noted authority on world affairs to an 
assembly of representatives of the Interna-
tional Relations clubs of the Ohio colleges. A 
certain percentage of these students who 
are active in these clubs, and who attended 
the convention may someday be in a position 
to shape our foreign policy. This is an impor-
tant fact to bear in mind when one realizes 
the fallacies , errors, and confused thinking 
expounded to them by an "authority." 
Dr. Morgenthau obviously shows grave 
ignorance as to just what Marxism is all 
about. Because of this, he is blinded to the 
awful threat of Marxism, to its errors, and 
even more important, to its appeal. He is not 
to be blamed; he is simply suffering from 
the same confusion that exists throughout 
the country as to the nature of atheistic 
Communism. 
Americans as a whole do not appreciate 
moral issues, spiritual values; as a people we 
simply do not understand an ideology or the 
appeal of an ideology. We are too entangled 
in materialism. We cannot understand why 
people become Communists when free enter-
prise, democracy, and freedom offer them 
such material benefits. Our only answer to 
the ideological threat is to offer a higher 
standard of living. 
Dr. Morgenthau shows fallacious reason-
ing and a lack of moral principles in sug-
gesting arbitrarily that Russia may legally 
expand to include the Balkans, while de-
claring that it would be shameful for Rus-
sia to follow the same course in Germany . 
He shows throughout his speech a con-
mon malady of today-the inability to think 
clearly and all the way through. His reason-
ing reaches the half-way mark, then stops. 
F - For Conduct 
This is a sad situation, but even sadder 
when one considers the conduct of the ma-
jority of the Catholic delegates who attended 
the recent convention. Of all these Catholic 
college students, only one, had the courage 
and integrity to stand up and try to refute 
the erroneous thought. 
She could not make much headway, how-
ever, since she was the only dissenter. She 
could not keep possession of the floor long 
enough to "pin the speaker down,'' or make 
the speaker answer the actual question, in-
stead of evading it. Here was the place for 
another Catholic student to get up and con-
tinue the discussion . In this way, the Catholic 
group could have presented a united front 
and could have accomplished something. 
When our Edgecliff dissenter pointed out to 
the other Catholic delegates that Dr. Mor-
genthau had contradicted himself, these stu-
dents decided to give the speaker the benefit 
of the doubt because he was such an "au-
thority," even though some admitted later 
that they could have answered him. 
It isn 't often Catholics are given such an 
opportunity to present Catholic principles. 
The lone dissenter gives her view below: 
We who have had 
the advantages of an 
education based on ab-
solute truth cannot of 
course, agree with Dr. 
Morgenthau's belief 
that it is Russian im-
perialism alone and 
not Communism that 
threatens us. But it does little or no good to 
return to our friendly co111eges and disagree 
with the Doctor's views among ourselves. If 
students from Ohio, in fact, the whole nation, 
are not adverse to appla{iding and publicly 
agreeing with what we know to be false, 
how can we expect to maintain our integrity? 
The truth is hard to learn, harder to ex-
plain, but it cannot and must not be ignored. 
The Catholic colleges of this country must 
send their students to conventions, such as 
the recent International Relations Conven-
tion. These students must have the ability 
and courage to state what they believe and 
question what they know is wrong. Other-
wise, the colleges and the college students 
are, in reality, condoning, if not agreeing 
with the ultimate trends of thought devel-
oped at such meetings. 
As college students, we hear speakers 
condemning the current state of affairs and 
current thought. They tell us that as Ameri-
ca's future leaders, we must learn what is 
right and put it into practice. No matter how 
much we know, it can never be of any use 
if we do not let others hear of our knowledge. 
Our future statesmen are now our fellow 
students in colleges and universities through-
out the world. Why must the Catholic stu-
dents assume the meek role of followers 
even when they know that the road leads to 
destruction? 
How any thinking Catholic can hear the 
words "Tolerance" and "Brotherhood of Man" 
being bandied about by people who do not 
believe in man's rationality or in God's exis-
tence and can condone such loose thinking, 
by his passive conduct, is hard to understand. 
It is time that the clubs on the Catholic col-
lege campus realize their responsibility. 
We must send representatives to all conven-
tions, including non-sectarian, and not just 
Catholic conventions, where fundamental 
principles are agreed upon. 
But these representatives must be well 
trained and prepared to meet objections that 
will be raised. It is not sufficient for the stu-
dent to say "Conditions are terrible but what 
can I do" ? 
The future is indeed in our hands; if we 
act now, we can control the coming years ; 
if not, we will have lost them. 
All Nations 
The Book Beat By Rita Hayes 
Wartime Correspondence (be-
tween President Roosevelt and 
Pope Pius XII). Introduction 
and notes by Myron C. Taylor, 
the Macmillan Co. 1947. 
The letters in this book are not 
just the diplomatic correspon-
dence carried on between two 
great leaders; they are the links 
in a deep, personal friendship. The 
significance of these messages is 
self-evident. They treat of mat-
ters which were and are impor-
tant to all thinking people-the 
attempt to establish peace and 
justice in a troubled and war-
torn world. 
Although it is six year since 
the close of World War I, your 
reviewer believes that these mes-
sages are as important now as 
they were during the time of the 
conflict. The foundation on which 
we are striving to build a new 
world is composed of th~ hopes 
and plans of these far-sighted 
men. 
Regardless of the readers' po-
litical or religious views he will 
find these letters an interesting 
and essential part of the story of 
man - kind experience d u r i n g 
those years of total war. 
Captain Horatio Hornblower, C. 
S. Forester, Little Brown and 
Co., 1939. 
For all 'arm-chair" adventurers 
this book is a must. Captain 
Horatio Hornblower is a trilogy 
including "Beat To Quarters," 
·'Ship of the Line," and "Flying 
Colours." From the first line to 
the last the reader cannot relax 
for a moment. Hornblower goes 
from battle to battle and from 
crisis to crisis and the ~·eader is 
with him every step of the way. 
In addition to being an excel-
lent adventure story, Hornblower 
is an interesting psychological 
study. Beneath his cloak of blus-
ter, the captain has a terrific in-
feriority complex. We are privi-
leged to view him both as a cool, 
level-headed battle-dog and min-
utes later as a terribly lonely man 
who quakes at the thought of 
ridicule from his cabin boy. 
Whether you are shopping 
around for a new adventure in 
reading or whether you are in 
the mood for a little exuloration 
in the mind of a fictio~al char-
acter, "Captain Horatio Horn-
blower" is definitely for you. 
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THE EDGECLIFF 
Want To Be A SocioWgist? , ...... ff B 
'51 Grad Tells How. . . ~ 1 reeze By Elaine C. Huber 
By Phyllis Crusie 
"After 15 years of disbelief in 
Santa Claus, I am inclined to 
believe in him now," Margie 
Geers, a '51 graduate of Our Lady 
of Cincinnati College, exclaimed 
the other day. "My experience in 
social work has shown me that a 
great number of people do de -
Margaret Geers 
pend on some generous and mys-
terious source for their Christ-
mas". 
Margie is with the Hamilto1.1 
County W e 1 f a r e Department 
which distributes federal , state, 
and county funds for relief. She 
is associated with the Pubic As-
sistance division and works in the 
downtown area. Her chief duties 
as a social worker are to de-
termine the eligibility of people 
for relief and to work with peo--
ple to give them more security 
and interest in life. 
There are three aims in publir: 
assistance work : to raise people 
to a level of subsistence beneath 
which no human should live be--
cause of his dignity ; rehabilita-
tion, and prevention of total de -
pendency upon the state; and to 
curb other social evils which re-
sult from a very low level of 
subsistence. 
By carrying out these aims in 
her work, Margie finds great sat-
Edgecliff Forms 
Red Cross Chapter 
A student chapter of th e Red 
Cross has b een formed at Edge-
cliff. Plans are underway to carry 
out a motor service and speakers' 
program for 1951-52, Maureen 
Burke, chairman, has announced. 
Girls who volunteered for Motor 
Service are Maureen Burke, J oan 
Ventre, Nancy Hess, Joanne Fath, 
Sue Bogenschutz, Katherine Van-
dergriff, Mary Ann Pfla um, Mari-
lyn Thiemann, Ann Sanning, 
Marnie Sedberry, and J oy Iwan-
sk i. 
The speakers' bureau consists 
of Mary Dammarell, Theresa Helt-
erbridle, Jacklyn Devine, P eggy 
Farrell, Ann Seibert, Phyllis 
Crusie, Judy Thompson, Mary 
Joy Ruether, and Betty Moran. 
They will speak in behalf of the 
Blood Bank and the Red Cross 
campaign. 
Faculty Member 
To Be Married 
Miss Helen Mae Federle, fac-
ulty member of Our Lady of Cin-
cinnati College, will be married 
to Lawrence Sherman on Dec. 29. 
Miss Federle is a '47 graduate 
of Edgecliff and has taught phys1·-
cal education to Edgecliff fresh-
men and sophomores for the past 
seven years She is also teaching 
the third grade at Assumption 
parish in Walnut Hills. 
isfaction in being able to help 
others to help themselves enjoy 
a fuller life. She summed this up 
by simply remarking, " I like it 
very much." 
The Hamilton County Welfare 
Department cares for the blind 
d "sabled, and dependent children' 
Margie continued. The count; 
also provides general relief for 
t h o s e temporarily unemployed 
and work relief for those too old 
to get jobs in private industry. 
She said that for the latter work 
is found around county and city 
buildings. 
To acquire a position as a case 
worker with the county, one must 
have a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from an accredited college and 
take a Civil Service t est which 
is given about once a year. 
"Working for the county is a 
grand opportunity for those who 
cannot, for various reasons, be-
e om e trained case workers," 
Margie said. 
Those who wish to be trained 
workers must have twu 
years of graduate wor k in soci-
ology. It is possible to apply to 
the local Catholic Charities fo r 
one of the scholarships which 
they annually award to any one 
of the six accredited Catholic 
schools of social service in the 
United States. The scholarships 
cover tuition, board, and room, 
and are awarded on the basis uf 
an examination, personal quali-
fications, and school record. 
Most graduate students from 
this area attend the Catholic Uni-
versity in Washington, D .C . In 
their second year they are re-
quired to specialize in a field of 
social work, such as medicine, 
psychiah·y, the family, or the 
child. 
Those who accept a scholarship 
from the Catholic Charities must 
sign a contract to work for them 
for two years upon the comple-
tion of their graduate work. 
" If you like people and are 
suited to social work, you will 
be happy," Margie said, "for it L; 
a practical way of carrying out 
the spiritual and corporal works 
of mercy as exemplified by the 
life of Christ. " 
Even within the sheltered walls 
of Edgecliff the high cost of Jiv-
ing has displayed itself. Ruth 
Heskamp's question, "Has anyone 
got a dime for two nickels?" con-
vinced m e that the good old days 
(when the ordinary necessities of 
l ife could be purchased for fiv~ 
cents ) are gone forever. The new 
ice-cream machine is the first 
evidence of inflation here. 
This startling truth, couple<l 
with Christmas shopping, created 
a problem which many of the 
girls have solved with part-time 
jobs. The opportunity offered by 
the Public Recreation Commi<>-
sion was welcomed. Judy Thomp-
son , Ida Jane Leis, Joan Dull:!, 
Anna Mae O'Conner and Joan 
Reinerman are learning practical 
psychology as they supervise child-
ren in outlying districts (some as 
far removed as Price Hill) . Gin-
n y McDonald, working for tht! 
same organization, is teaching 
home economics. M a r y J o y 
Ruether was chagrined to find 
that her job as assistant to the 
society editor of the Norwood 
"Enterprise" lasted only three 
a half weeks. But she still claims 
experience on a real live news-
paper. 
The offer with the most appeal 
seemed to be that from the H.S. 
Pogue Co. (Possibly the "one day 
duration" sounded attractive.) At 
any rate it seems that no less tha~ 
35 OLC students applied, but 
only Sally Bunker and Donna 
Hocks w e r e successful. They 
claim to have come in contact 
with more people on that one day 
than most of us see in a month! 
The CSMC loses a capable and 
energetic president this month. 
But in true McCarty manner 
Missie was busy until the last 
minute with arrangeri'ients for the 
Crusade's annual Christmas party 
on Dec. 16. This year the plans 
included a spaghetti dinner for 
the children prepared by chefs 
Rosie Cosgrove and Jo Ann 
O'Connell. Clare Overbeck, Joan 
Ventre, Mary Alice Harris and 
Mickey McHale were also there 
to greet Santa and help him dis-
tribute the gifts. 
Betsy Mitchell ls responsiblt~ 
for the liturgical Advent remind 
ers which have been appearing on 
On Stage By Maureen Zwinak 
It seem s that Cincinnati is get-
ting a theater season for a Christ-
mas present. Of course, a number 
of shows have already by-passed 
the town because of the late 
open ing time, but it is supposed 
that "better late than never" 
holds true here as well as any-
w here else. 
The Catholic Theater Move-
ment could be expected to com-
ment, "Better never, period ," re-
garding three forth-coming 
offerings, "Guys and Dolls," "Kiss 
Me Kate," and "Finian's Rain 
bow," all of which it has rated 
a s morally "objectionable i n 
part." 
"Guys and Dolls," the opener, 
is not the Broadway production 
but it is expected to be a rea-
sonable facsimile. 
It's too bad that "Kiss Me Kate" 
is morally spotty, because it has 
an unusual book and appealing 
music. 
We don't know how the Art-
ist Series managed to slip by so · 
fast this year but the final at-
traction is due shortly. The pre-
sentation should be colorful and 
decidedly interesting, particularly 
for those who have never seen an 
East Indian ballet. In an old pro-
gram we have it says that Shan-
Kar, whose ballet company it 
is, is the foremost exponent of 
Oriental dances in the world. The 
program sounds fascinating al-
though it is shrouded in mystery 
owing to our complete ignorance 
of Oriental dance terms and mus-
ical instruments. 
The Music Drama Guild has 
really come up with a good (tech-
nically that is) production in 
"Finian's Rainbow." Despite the 
number of friends we have in the 
Guild, we would not give such a 
favorable appraisal if it were not 
deserved . With each show the 
Guild has improved until it has 
a lmost achieved a professional 
touch, and for a local amateur 
group that's phenomenal. They 
are certainly worthy of encour-
agement in their efforts to give 
Cincinnati a semi-opera season 
during the winter months. 
For months Hollywood h as 
been shouting that "movies are 
better than ever" but they have 
yet to prove that statement. We 
are still getting the same old 
million dollar spectacles t h a t 
aren't worth the price of admis-
sion. 
Take "An American In Paris,, 
for instance; it is good, yes, but 
it could have been much better. 
Oscar Levant is funny but that 
slapstick scene in the cafe is ab-
surd because it isn't natural it 
(Continued on Page 4) ' 
the Sodality bulletin board. For 
a realistic touch she has added a 
few branches plucked from the 
library lawn. 
In deference to the h oliday 
spirit, any mention of the coming 
exams will be excluded from this 
space. Term-papers, however, re -
fuse to be ignored. 
The library tables are filled again, 
As we flurry for foot-notes once 
more, 
And all around campus the old 
r ush is on .... 
We've been through it all before. 
What baffles me most is the name 
that they bear, 
They're assigned for the term I 'll 
admit. 
But concerning the time spent 
in writing them up .. 
It seems " two week terrors" 
would fit! 
Mr. Claus had to almost take 
up p ermanent residence on cam-
pus with all the Christmas part-
ies planned. Pat Ferrell, presi-
dent of the Dorm Council, in-
vited him to the dinner-danc':! 
given for resident students on 
Mon. , 17. At this time many of 
those out-of-town men had their 
first look at our fair campus. 
Unfor tunately, Uncle Sam kept 
some of them at the barracks or 
on board ship. But don't worry 
girls. If you think you had trou-
ble, wait till you hear the tales 
of the Yuletide Ball. 
Frances a n d Florence Janz 
both sang with the Choral Club 
in the Christmas Cantata. This 
marked their third appearance 
on stage together during the past 
month. These hard-working sis-
ters were also seen in the Variety 
Show and Sodality Day perform-
ances. 
Recently a lecture in Church 
History gave way to an argument 
(Continued on Page 4) 
NFCCS Workshop 
ls Successful 
A full bus load of Cincinna-
tians and Kentuckians attended 
the regional workshop at Ursu-
line College, in Louisville, De-
cember 1. Students from Our 
Lady of Cincinnati College, Xav-
ier University, Mount St. Joseph, 
and Villa Madonna jointly chart-
ered a bus and sang most of the 
way to Louisville. 
Edgecliffites attending w e re 
Mary Boyle, senior delegate, Vir-
ginia Connelly who acted as jun-
ior de legate at the workshop, 
Mary Ann Pfla u m, Martha Cloud, 
a nd Betty Ann Moran. 
The F amily Relations P a nel, 
held by Xavier, drew the largest 
crowd, with an earnest discussion 
on co-education . Jerry Bourne 
caused quite a reaction by his 
statement that co·-education would 
have a bad effect on girls. 
At the Forensics panel, h eld by 
Xavier, also, the debaters ad-
vocated the formation of Speak-
er's Bureaus and exhibition de-
bates before PTA's and Civic 
Clubs, etc. 
Speakers at the International 
Relations Club panel, held by 
Villa Madonna, explained the 
Fulbright Scholarship program, 
and discussed both conditions in 
Panama and United States' For-
eign policy. 
Panels in Catholic Action, Con-
fraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
Missions, a n d Mariology were 
held by Dayton, Ursuline, Mt. St . 
Joseph, and St. Mary of the 
Springs, respectively. 
The proposed constitutional 
amendment which would change 
the name of the region from "Cin-
cinnati" to "Ohio-Kentucky" re-
gion was referred to a committee 
at the regional council meeting 
held Sunday, at Bellarmine Col-
3 
Edgecliff Grad 
Teaches In England 
By Barbara Kuntz 
Young pupils at the Orleans 
Primary School in Twickingham, 
England , this year have a new 
teacher, an Edgecliff graduate, 
Ruth Gra tsch , former editor of 
The Edgecliff. 
Ruth, an exchange teacher un ·-
der the Fullbright Act, obtained 
a B .S . in Education and an M.A . 
in Education from the University 
of Cincinnati. This is her fourth 
year of teaching. 
So many interesting and ex-
citing thing have happe ned to 
her in the first few months of 
h er stay that she will have won--
derful memories to bring back 
to the United States, h er le t ter:> 
reveal. 
A note about exchange teach ers 
on a bulletin board at UC w;is 
the original i m p e t u s which 
prompted Ruth to write to Wash-
Ruth Gratsch 
ington in June of 1950. Replies 
came requiring full information 
about scholastic attainments, 
many character references, and 
a health examination. A leave of 
absence from the Cincinnati 
Board of Education had to be ob-
tained when a qualified teacher 
from England could be found to 
come to Cincinnati. The teacher, 
Miss Honora Sheahan, has taken 
Ruth's position at Peaslee Ele -
mentary School. 
The children in her first grade 
class at Twickingham, which is 
near London, are around five 
years old and come from upper 
middle class families . The "Sur-
rey Comet," describing the Ameri-
can teacher as "attractive and 
smartly dressed," quoted her as 
saying she would use the same 
principles for teaching British 
children that she used in Ameri-
ca. Some of the Mothers told her 
the children are quite fond of her 
and are going to want to go to 
America with h er. 
Not one to miss any opportun-
ities, Ruth and another exchangn 
teacher toured Scotland in Au-
gust before taking up their duties· 
They were present in Edinburgh 
for the Festival of Music and 
Drama and witn essed the bril-
liant pageantry of the Gathering 
of the Clans, with its p ipers, 
drummers, gay colors, and con-
tests. 
During the Christmas vacation 
Ruth plans to see France, Hol-
land and Switzerland. Then she 
hopes to travel extl'ensively next 
summer before returning home in 
September. 
ege in Louisville. 
The amendment was proposed 
by Vila Madonna, Covington, Ky .: 
St. Mary of the Springs, Colum-
bus, Ohio, and Nazareth Louis-
ville, Ky. ' 
Mary Catherine Zang, regional 
president, announced that the 
Marian Congr ess would be held 
at Our Lady of Cincinnati Col-
egle, February 16. The next re-
gional council meeting would be 
held at Xavier, February 17. 
THE EDGECLIFF 
The Summons of Sariel 
L. to r. Charlin Schoenberger, the Mother; Polly Howes, Sariel; Teresa Helterbridle, the Angel; and 
Mary Hellenthal, the Child. 
Make It A True Christ-Mass 
Take The "X" Out Of Xmas 
Let's take the X out of X-mas! 
Yes, that's right, the X out of 
Xmas. 
To mos t of us the word Xmas 
connotes a mixture of sentiments 
- love, happiness and for a time, 
a sense of good w ilt toward oth-
ers. 
But to the American business 
men the word Xmas presents a 
means of making money, for peo-
ple begin rushing about buying 
gifts for friends and relatives, 
sending greeting cards and trim-
ming Christmas trees! 
And yet, these t raditional senti ·· 
ments attached to this feast are 
pagan, and although good, are 
emphasized so much that the 
true significance of Christmas i-; 
forgotten . 
P eople spend hours purchasing 
just the right gift .for· Mom and 
Dad, or s!ister and brother; they 
send Christmas cards that no long-
er convey m any way the meaning 
of the coming of the Child Jesus 
but plan all types of secular 
merry making. 
Thus Christmas comes and goer; 
pirations of the patriarchs and 
prophets of the Old Testament ; 
the fulfillment of God's promise 
when Adam and Eve were ex-
pelled from Paradise. 
By His coming Christ restored 
man to h is position as a child 
of God and opened for him the 
gates of heaven. For Christmas 
signifies the Feast of the Incar-
nation, the Feast of the Redemp-
tion and the Feast of the merciful 
love of the Father. The birth of 
the God-Man was the beginning 
a nd fountain head of our redemp-
tion sanctification 
The Church in her wisdom has 
set aside the four weeks before 
Christmas as a time for all Catho-
lics to refl ect upon the coming of 
the Christ Child- as a time to 
p repare for His coming by prayer 
and sacrifice. 
CAA Active 
At Edgecliff 
Greeting cards expressing the 
deep and true meaning of Christ-
mas and of the other seasons of 
the liturgical year are being de-
signed by all members of the 
College Committee of the Catho-
lic Art Association. Cards de-
signed by O.L.C. art students 
were sent to Father John Stentz, 
St. Gregory's Seminary, for criti-
cism and judging. First place was 
given to Martha Cloud for a 
meaningful design ilustrating the 
end of night and break of day 
with the birth of the True Light. 
Honorable mention was awarded 
to Sylvia Brichetto, Marilyn 
Pavely, Barbara Glaser and Bar-
bara Doyle. 
Under the chairmanship of 
Barbara Glaser interested stu-
dents have attended city meet-
ings of the C.A.A. college group 
and have wholeheartedly joined 
in its aim to combat secularism 
in the arts and restore human 
creative work to the kingship of 
Christ. Nancy Neihaus, Elain Du-
wel and Barbara Glaser attended 
the recent convention of the East 
Central Region of the C.A.A. held 
at the Ursuline Academy, Louis-
ville Kentucky. 
Cliff Breeze 
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of phonetics while Anna May 
Franey and Mary Boyle decided 
th e correct pronunciation of 
cation, "Basil." If anyone is won-
dering about that term "liberal 
education," this is it. 
Anyone interested in. ideas for 
apartment decoration should con-
sult Helen Mae Federle. "Fedule," 
well known Phys. Ed. instructor, 
will be married on Dec. 29 (quite 
a popular date!) and her West-
wood apartment should be a 
thing of beauty. 
Joann Sheehan and Kathleen 
McDonough are rather dubious 
about the value of freshman apti-
tude tests. It seems they became 
so involved in the intricate pro-
cess of correcting their efforts 
that they forgot to check the re-
sults. 
CSMC Gives Party 
The CSMC held its annual 
Christmas party for under-privi-
ledged children on Dec. 16 in 
Emery. Each girl in the club 
brought a gift for one of the 
children. After Santa Claus ar-
rived, in the person of Mary Lee 
Dodd, the children were served 
a meal with all the seasonal 
trimmings. 
and no one is enriched by it. 
Actually Christmas is 
the birthday of Jesus 
Christ. 
Now there is exactly one week 
left. True Christians will try t o 
make the best use of it, so that 
on Christmas morning they may 
sin g with the angels: "Let the 
heavens rejoice and the earth be 
glad before the face of the Lord : 
because He cometh." Ps. 95 .11-13. L. to r. Jo Ann Doppes, the Suicide; Eddy Lou Phelps, the Spirit; and Kathleen Moore, the Clay. 
How would you 
feel if everyone in 
your fa mi 1 y ex-
·~~:.l.W6..A changed g i f t s and 
__,~ _ __,..., made plans for a jolly 
time on your birth-
day and forgot you completely? 
You would feel dumb-founded, 
hurt, and sad ! 
Stop to think for a moment! 
The very word itself means 
Christ's Mass-the Mass offered 
in honor of the birth of Christ. 
Realizing the eminence of the 
feast , the Church has given the 
privilege of offering the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass three times 
on this day to every priest. In this 
way the faithful are enriched 
with an abundance of spiritual 
blessings. 
In all Catholic Churches, and 
other churches as well, a crib is 
used to bring before us, perhaps 
more vividly than would a ser-
mon, the loving humility of our 
Blessed Lord and the lowly be-
ginning of that life which would 
soon be sacrificed for us. 
The birth of Christ was the 
answer to the prayers and as-
On Stage 
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is j ust too obviously forced. 
Then there's Gene Kelly who 
is a very good tap dancer, but 
when it comes to ballet he falls 
short. Ballet should be graceful 
and effortless, not an exhibition 
in athletic prowess. 
And why couldn't Hollywood be 
satisfied with an artistic ending at 
the close of the "American In 
Paris" ballet, but no, the public 
is considered too stupid to draw 
a conclusion ; we must see boy get 
girl. These are just a few sug-
gestion for improvements; it does 
not mean that we did not enjoy 
this movie, because we most cer-
tainly did . However, it is to b~ 
hoped that Hollywood will some-
day live up to its slogan and 
actually make movies better. 
SYMPATHY 
To Sr. M. Edmund, R.S.M. and 
Mr. George Kunkemoeller on the 
death of their mothers. 
NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS 
There are some who think it 
futile 
To waste precious time and skill 
Framing New Year's resolutions 
When they doubt their power of 
will 
To fulfill their dreams and fan-
cies, 
And be the persons they should 
be 
If their better selves would master 
Each opposing tendency. 
Now there's a little secret 
Of success for those who dare 
BUICK 
Sales and Service 
THE HOCKS BUICK CO. 
3363 Reading Rd. 
To be definitely different 
In this old New Year's affair. 
The secret's very simple-
Just remember it's not true 
That you make r ules j ust to break 
them 
Even though folks often do. 
You can keep your resolutions 
If you make their number few, 
And instead of making thousands 
Make, perhaps, just one or two 
So take out your little memo 
And write down the things you 
see 
Day by day , that make folks 
happy 
Then resolve accordingly. 
You can really change the nation 
If you're staunch and well aware 
That it's up to you to live by 
Your resolves with greatest car~. 
So You see it's not so worthless 
To observe this custom old. 
Frame your New Year's resolu-
tions 
And be sure of peace untold. 
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